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ABSTRACT: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To specify a defective pixel while 
minimizing the labor of operator by determining a threshold value, 
based on the average value of pixel values inside a rectangular frame 
further limiting an evaluation area, and defining only the group of 
pixels in the limited rectangular frame as an object. 

SOLUTION: The operator displays the desired image from an image 
storage part 1 onto a monitor 5 and instructs pixels near the 
defective pixel through a mouse or the like. While referring to the 
size of area in ah area-setting part 17, an evaluation area-setting 
part 19 sets an area near the group of these instructed pixels as the 
evaluation area and transfers it to a memory 21 for processing. A 
defective pixel candidate setting part 23 sets pixels having darkest 
pixel value in that area as defective pixel candidates. An average 
line value calculating part 25 calculates average values on the 
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upper, lower, left and right sides of defective pixel candidates. An 
area- limiting part 27 further limits the evaluation area from the 
average values. A defective pixel discriminating part 31 compares the 
defective pixel candidates with the threshold value calculated by a 
threshold value calculating part 29 and discriminates dark defective 
pixels. At a_ defect \ pixel N Icq rrect i on processing part 33, the 
dfef&c^ and replaced with data in the memory 

21 for processing. 
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